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Basis of this opinion 



I. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. all 6 ua 5 c wracn u was 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: if" necessary 10 ine claimed 

a. type of material 

| [ a sequence listing 

I | table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

^ tl^l d 0 ^^ C T ,"f T .?Tu r rSi0 " ° r C ° Py ° f 3 Se<,UenCe ' isling and/or table < s > re,a,i "g theret0 h » s been filed c 
^tll. required sta ements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application a 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 




3,5,6,9,10,13,17,18,20,21 


YES 




Clairl 


1.2.4 7 8 11 1? 1 4 — i £ i q o o oc 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 




None 


YES 






1-26 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 




1-26 


YES 






None 


NO 









1 Reference is made to the following documents: 
Dl: US5607593 

D2: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2000, no. 10, 
17 November 2000 & JP 2000 197895 A (HITACHI 
ZOSEN CORP), 18 July 2000 

2 The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14-16, 19, 22-26 
does not meet the requirement of novelty defined in PCT 
Article 33 (2) . 

2.1 Document Dl describes an installation for purifying 
an aqueous effluent laden with organic matter (figure 1), 
the installation comprising at least one reactor (1) 
having an inflow of said effluent (4), an outflow of said 
effluent (27), a vent (12), means (6) for injecting an 
oxidizing gas and a submerged-membrane filtration device 
(31) . The microf iltration membranes are of the mineral or 
organic type (column 4, lines 48-55), operating with an 
intake pressure of 0.2 to 0.8 bar (column 9, lines 41- 
46) . The oxidizing-gas injection means and the filtration 
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device are integrated into the same treatment chamber of 
the reactor (figure 1, column 8, line 45 - column 9, line 
27) . An adsorbent material, preferably activated 
charcoal, may be dosed in the treatment chamber, thus 
creating a fluidized bed (column 6, line 66 - column 7, 
line 5) . In document Dl, ozone is the preferred gaseous 
oxidizer, but the addition of H 2 0 2 is also provided 
(column 6, lines 64-65) . Loops for recirculation of the 
permeate and the ozone are also provided in Dl (column 6, 
lines 1-21) . 



Finally, it should be noted that the definition of a 
device in terms of the use of said device is not 
allowable (PCT Article 6) . The existence of a cocurrent 
flow between the oxidizing gas and the effluent in the 
present claim 1 therefore cannot serve for 
differentiating the device of the present application 
from the device of the prior art of document Dl. 
Furthermore, Dl also shows a cocurrent flow between the 
oxidizing gas and the effluent (figure 7, column 11, 
lines 32-47) . 



2.2 Document D2 also discloses the subject matter of 
claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 14 and 19 (see the abstract) . 

The subject matter of claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12, 
14-16, 19, 22-26 is therefore not novel. 

3 Claims 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 17, 18, 20 and 21 contai, 
slight changes to the method and the corresponding 
device. These changes however do not seem to contribute 
to solving the problem s tated in the present application 
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(page 3, lines 6-9) and are therefore not considered to 
be inventive (PCT Article 33(3)). 
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